UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: March 10, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on March 3, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response (Acid Rel ease), Indian Refinery - Texaco
Lawrenceville Site, Lawenceville, Illinois

On February 10, 2000, while collecting sanples at the Indian
Refinery - Texaco Lawenceville site in Lawenceville,
Il1linois, Renmedial Project Manager (RPM Matt OChl was i nforned
by the | andowner that a waste acid spill had occurred and was
not bei ng addressed by the demplition contractor, Blastco, who
previously purchased all above-ground tanks and ot her
structures. Approximtely 270,000 gallons of acid with a pH
of 1 to 2 was on the ground and a 1.6 mllion gallon tank was
| eaki ng additional acid. A gate valve subnerged bel ow t he
pool of acid led to an oil water separator and ultimately to
the Enmbarras River. The | andowner expected that the oil water
separator would not be able to treat the volune of waste acid
and that releases to the river would occur when the valve
failed. The RPM requested that the denolition contractor
arrange for inmmedi ate renoval of the acid. Wth intensive
oversight, the denolition contractor began to renove the acid
with vacuum trucks and place it in on-site tanks for tenporary
storage. The RPM ensured that the contractor continued the
operations 24-hours per day through the weekend and into the
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foll owi ng week. Paul Atkociunas of Ecology and Environment
arrived at the site on February 13, 2000, to assist with
oversight. Most of the spilled acid has been neutralized

and acid saturated soils have been renmoved. The acid and
soils are expected to be disposed of off-site pending
anal ytical results.

Contacts: Matt Ohl (312-886-4442)
Tom Martin (312-886-4273)

Enmer gency Response (Chem cal Containers in a Residence),
W nt hrop Harbor, Illinois

On March 1, 2000, the W nthrop Harbor Police Departnent
requested assistance fromthe United States Environnental
Protection Agency (U S. EPA) to deal with chemcals found in a
residential home during the execution of a search warrant.

The resident was involved with the manufacture of pyrotechnic
devi ces. On-Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Benning along with the
Superfund Techni cal Assistance and Response Team ( START) and
Emer gency and Rapi d Response Services (ERRS) contractors
renoved approximately 265 small containers of chemicals from
the house. The itens included acids, nitrates, chlorates,

sodi um red phosphorus, flammable Iiquids, and other various
oxi di zers. The hazardous substances were sorted, packaged,
and renmoved fromthe property for appropriate disposal. Based
on the individuals' activities, the home was al so i nspected by
t he Cook County Bonb Squad and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearnms (ATF) to insure that no expl osive devices were
present.

Contact: Bradley Benning (312-353-7613)

Response (G| Rel ease), Downers Gove, Illinois

On February 29, 2000, On-Scene Coordinators (OSCs) Sam Borries
and Fred Bartman, Environmental Scientist Keith Lesinak, and
Public Affairs Specialist G nny Narsete responded to an on-
going oil release into St. Joseph Creek in downtown Downers
Grove, Illinois. The source of the oil is suspected to be an
underground fuel oil storage tank froma residential or
commercial property. The exact source has not been identified
at this time. U S. EPA continues to work with the Illinois
Envi ronment al Protection Agency, Downers G ove Fire
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Departnent, State Fire Marshall, and local officials to

i nvestigate and renediate the oil in the creek. G nny Narsete
continues to work with local officials to keep the nearby
residents informed of on-going activities. Eight unused

under ground storage tanks on residential and conmerci al
properties were identified and the remaining oil punped out of
the tanks. AlIl parties continue to nonitor the creek and,
when necessary, U.S. EPA provides the Energency Response
Removal Contractor to renmove oil fromthe creek. As the
Spring rains approach and the ground thaws, it is expected
that additional oil will be flushed through the system | f
one of the aforenmentioned tanks is not the source, additional
activities are planned to investigate and | ocate the source.

Contacts: Fred Bartman (312-886-0776)
Sam Borries (312-353-2886)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

Radi ati on Detected, North Colunbus Drive Site, Chicago,
[11inois

During the weeks of February 21 and 28, 2000, the Superfund
Emer gency Response staff initiated a radiation survey and
sanple collection at the North Colunbus Drive site in downtown
Chicago, Illinois. Very high survey results were detected

t hroughout the site at the surface and to depths of 8 feet.
The contaminant is believed to be thoriumand is potentially
connected to the Lindsay Light Il site across the street. The
Li ndsey Light Il site potentially responsible parties (PRP s)
are conpleting a renoval under a Conprehensive Environnmental
Response, Conpensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) Section 106
Unil ateral Adm nistrative Order (UAO . The Section 106 UAO
requires the PRPs to conduct off-site surveillance and cl eanup
as necessary. Until the North Col unbus Drive property owner
is added to the existing UAO, staff are working to secure
cooperation fromthe devel oper (the prime contractor), the
City of Chicago, and a potentially responsible party to cl ose
the site, secure it, develop an investigatory plan, develop a
plan to deal with the contami nants, and institute a health and
saf ety pl an.

Contacts: Fred M cke (312-886-5123)
Verneta Sinon (312-886-3601)
Larry Jensen (312-886-5026)
Mary Ful ghum (312- 886-4683)



OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Reqgi onal Admi nistrator Visit, Grosse Ile, M chigan

On February 24, 2000, Regional Adm nistrator, Francis X
Lyons, visited Response Section 1's Grosse Ile offices as part
of his visit to the Detroit-Southeast Mchigan area. Staff
denmonstrated functions of the new Enmergency Operations Center
and made multi nedi a presentations of recent response and site
activities. A tour of the facility, including the Ofice of
Research and Devel opnent Large Lakes Research areas, was nade.
A wi ndshield survey of Brownfield and ot her environnental
probl ens was provided during the drive to and from G osse Ile.

Contact: Jason El-Zein (734-692-7661)

U.S. EPA and the United States Coast Guard Heli copter
Overflight, Detroit River and Lower Rouge River, Detroit,

M chi gan

On February 16, 2000, the U S. EPA, Enmergency Response
Section, in cooperation with the United States Coast Guard,
Marine Safety Office, Detroit, conducted an overflight of the
Detroit River and Lower Rouge River. On-Scene Coordi nator
Kurt Grunert schedul ed and participated in the overflight of
the City of Detroit. The purpose of the nmission was to

phot ogr aph and docunent sensitive environnmental areas of the
City of Detroit as part of the Regional Admnistrator's visit
to Grosse Ile, Mchigan, and take aerial photographs of
Superfund renoval sites along the Detroit River. In addition,
aeri al photographs of a Superfund renoval project, Reclamation
O | Conpany, located in Detroit, were taken as part of a
geographic informati on system project being conducted between
Emer gency Response Section 1 and the Fields Section. Another
overflight is being scheduled to further docunent sites and
facilities north of the Detroit area.

Contact: Kurt Grunert (734-692-7684)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Regi onal 1 nteragency Steering Committee Meeting, Chicago,
I[11linois




On March 1-2, 2000, the Federal Emergency Managenment Agency
(FEMA), Region V, Regional Interagency Steering Committee
(RISC) neeting was held in the FEMA, Region V, Chicago

Regi onal Operations Center. U S. EPA Region 5 participants
were G enn Cekus (Office of Chem cal Energency Preparedness
and Prevention), Ann Whelan (Ol Planning and Response
Section), and Tom Gei shecker (Enmergency Response Branch). On
March 1, 2000, agenda topics addressing Year 2000 Conpli ant
after-action issues, counter-terrorism and the year's natural
hazards forecast were covered. M. \Whel an gave a presentation
on U S. EPA's Environnental and Econom c Sensitivity Mapping
project and M. Cekus provided the U S. EPA update on Federal
Response Plan (FRP) activity. FEMA advised the Federal
Agenci es that the Region's Annex to the FRP was to be updated
this year. U S. EPA will be required to update the Enmergency
Support Function 10, Hazardous Mterials, Supplenment to the
above annex.

On March 2, 2000, Tom Cei shecker and d enn Cekus participated
in a consequence managenent tabletop exercise presented by a
representative of the National Transportation Safety Board.
The scenario involved an aircraft crash near M dway Airport
that, in addition to the aircraft occupants, inpacted area
resi dents, telephone conmunications, sewer lines, electrical
power, and several other services in the area. Sone of the

i ssues that nmay have involved U S. EPA were assisting |ocal
responders addressing jet fuel in sewer |ines and cl eaning up
the spilled fuel fromthe ground surface.

Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

Crisis Communi cati on Conference Call, Departnment of Veterans
Affairs, Chicago, lllinois

G nny Narsete of the Emergency Response Branch conducted a
one- hour national conference call with the Departnment of
Veterans Affairs, Region 6, on Crisis Comruni cations, which
was entitled "Connecting with the Community and the Medi a".
The discussion topics related to working with multi-governnent
agencies in responding to national and regional disasters,

i ncluding Hurricane Floyd and the nost recent Hickory Hills

Cl eanup of the house filled with chem cals and expl osi ves.

Ms. Narsete's topics also included how to handle a nedia
anmbush, dissem nating public information, the inportance of
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i nternal and external conmmunications during a crisis, and
partnering with other governnent agenci es.

Contact: G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

Participation, Allen Park Hi gh School: 2000 Career (Qdyssey
Fair, Allen Park, M chi gan

On February 17, 2000, On-Scene Coordi nator Kurt G unert
participated in Allen Park H gh School's 2000: Career QOdyssey
Fair located in Allen Park, Mchigan. The fair provided high
school seniors with informtion about career opportunities in
t he environmental industry.

Contact: Kurt Grunert (734-692-7684)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (COECA)
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



